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Guest of Honor

Her Highness Sheikha Fátima Bint Mubarak 

The Mother of the Nation 

United Arab Emirates
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Message from
United Nations

“No Family Left Behind: Families and 
Local Authorities working together to 
transform cities and human settlements 
into inclusive, safe, resilient, sustainable 
and with strong communities”

On behalf of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR), I am proud to 
partner with the World Family Organisation in 
hosting the World Family Summit 2017 in Geneva.  
I congratulate Dr. Deisi Kusztra, President of the 
World Family Organisation, for her leadership and 
vision and thank all those who have made this 
Summit possible.

For over 14 years, I have worked, with great 
admiration, hand-in-hand with the World Family 
Organisation and I share its commitment to 
leaving no family behind in our joint efforts to 
eradicate poverty and promote prosperity. I have 
always been impressed by the nimble, efficient and 
flexible way the World Family Summit plugs its 
work into the topical agendas of the United 
Nations.

The 2017 World Family Summit comes at a critical 
time for governments and societies, as we strive to 
implement global frameworks and agendas 
including the umbrella 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the Paris Climate 
Change Agreement, and the New Urban Agenda. 
The alignment and commitment of the Summit to 
global goals and agendas recognises the

 importance of the family as a crucial lens through 
which to drive policy and deliver transformative 
change towards The Future We Want.

In the spirit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, it is important to leave no family 
behind, and to recognise that our development 
actions must have a people-first approach, 
appreciating the aspirations of all families to enjoy 
peaceful, prosperous and empowering 
environments.

In reaching every family, we must be sure to 
prioritize our attention and efforts in reaching 
those most vulnerable, most remote and most 
impoverished.  Only then will we lessen disparities, 
promote justice and equality, and nourish peace 
and security.

The focus of this year’s Summit will be on the New 
Urban Agenda, SDG 11 and 12, which are crucial 
building blocks in constructing the sustainable 
world of tomorrow.  Soon over 60% of the world 
will live in urban settings.  The consumption and 
production patterns of the urban population will 
be the key determinant for reaching the promises 
of the 2030 Agenda.  Families and the decisions 
made in families will be key.

I hope that the Summit will provide inspiration, 
finding practical ways to bring families to the 
forefront of our development thinking.  I look 
forward to a successful Summit.

Mr. Nikhil Seth
United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, 
Executive Director of the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research (UNITAR)

need to identify tangible, replicable success 
stories to eradicate poverty and empower people, 
families, to make their life better. Many challenges 
are ahead of us. We need to raise awareness 
about their best practices and bring them to the 
level of family development. 

I can only commend the spirit of the Conference, 
which brings together a wide variety of those 
stakeholders who need to join forces and act in 
collaborative partnerships to implement Agenda 
2030. My wish is that the particularities and needs 
of each stakeholder is heard and taken into 
account by others. My humble wish is also that, in 
all discussions, exchanges and deliberations, we 
all remember that beyond belonging to a 
stakeholder group, beyond representing speci�c 
interests or values, all of us are people that 
belong to what we call the �rst circle group: the 
family. What is true of families is also true of 
communities and, in the long run, of whole 
countries.

This means providing children and youth with a 
nurturing environment for the full realization of 
their rights and capabilities, helping our countries 
to reap the dividends, including through safe 
schools and cohesive communities and families. 
This means ensuring universal access to sexual 
education and reproductive health-care services, 
including family planning, health information and 
vaccination. This also means fostering family 

entrepreneurship and agricultural productivity so 
as to raise the incomes of the urban and of family 
farmers. This means so many more things at so 
many levels. We need statistical indicators that 
would allow us to know better the types of family 
structures, family processes, and family cultures 
affecting development, and more importantly, to 
monitor progress in terms family socioeconomics 
and the eradication of poverty at the family level.

There is no time to lose if we are to reach the 
Sustainable Development Goals and their targets 
by 2030. We only have fourteen years to go before 
we look around and hopefully can say “we did it”. 
For that to happen, for poverty to be eradicated 
and for sustainable development to be a daily 
reality bene�ting all of us, families must be the 
number one bene�ciaries, but they should also be 
a driving force to make the agenda a reality, 
through their aspirations, expectations, behaviors 
and actions. We have promised to leave no one 
behind and reach the furthest �rst. It is a promise 
we cannot break.

We need to be inspired and we also need to act. 
Only action will shape a better tomorrow. A better 
tomorrow where no mother will send a child to 
bed hungry. A better tomorrow where families 
suffer no war and displacements and can remain 
together. A better tomorrow where women and 
children have their rights respected and suffer no 
violations or abuses. Let's make it happen now!

This Summit is taking 
place at a critical moment 

in history, slightly more 
than one year aer the 
unanimous adoption of 

the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
by the 193 members of the 

United Nations.

Nikhil Seth
United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, Executive Director of de United Nations Institute 

for Training and Research (UNITAIR)

Daniela Bas
Director, Division for Social Policy and Development, Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, United Nations
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Navid Hanif
Director, Office of ECOSOC Support and Coordination United Nations

Hanifa Mezoui, PhD
Director, Division for Social Policy and Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 

United Nations

World Family Organization
Dr. Deisi Noeli Weber Kusztra

President
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H.E. Mrs. Erna Solberg 
Prime Minister of Norway

H.E. Mr. Ali Salem Al Kaabi 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Family Development Foundation
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WFO Executive Board
18th Constitutional Mandate 
2014-2017
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‘The new agenda is a promise by leaders to all 
people everywhere. It is a universal, 
integrated and transformative vision for a 
beer world. It is an agenda for people, to 
end poverty in all its forms.

An agenda for the planet, our common home. 
An agenda for shared prosperity, peace and 
partnership. It converys the urgency of 
climate action. It is rooted in gender equality 
and respect for the rights of all.

Above all, it pledges to leave no one behind.’

-UN Secretary General BAN Ki-moon

Spread the news!

NO FAMILY LEFT BEHIND...
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December 14 | Official Welcome
 9:00  	 Registration

10:00  	 Participant’s Welcome Electronic Session I

10:10 	 Opening Ceremony

               	H.E. Dr. Deisi Kusztra – President of the World Family Organization

               	H.E. Mr. Nikhil Seth – UN Secretary General Assistant and UNITAR 

		  Executive Director

               	H.E. Mr. Neil Pierre – UNDESA ECOSOC Office for Support and Coordination

               	H. E. Ms. Daniela Bas – UNDESA Director of the Division for Social Development

              	H.E. Mr. Ali Salem Al Kaabi – Chairman of the Board of Trustees Family 

		  Development Foundation

10:30 	 Ministerial/Permanent Representatives Statements.

               

11:30		 Special Session - WFO 70th Anniversary Celebration

13:00		 Lunch - Restaurant Vieux Bois
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Award Ceremony Session

I. 	 INTERNATIONAL

	 International Family Advocate Award

	 Her Highness Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak

	 For her outstanding contribution to the well-being of families worldwide

II.	 INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

	 1.		 United Nations Institute for Training and Research

 			   Mr. Nikhil Seth – Executive Director

	 2.		 United Nations Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination

 			   Mr. Navid Hanif – Director

	 3.		 United Nations Division for Social Policy and Development 

			   Ms Daniela Bas - Director

	 4.		 United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

 			   Dr. Hanifa Mezoui – Senior Advisor 

	 For outstanding support of the World Family Organization

III.	 THEMATIC AWARDS

I. Local Health Systems  Implementation - Brazil 

    	 1. 	 Mr. Ricardo Barros 

			   Minister of Health 

        	 2. 	 Mr. Rodrigo Rollemberg

			   Governor of Brasilia

        	 3. 	 Mr. Rafael Grecca de Macedo 

			   Mayor of Curitiba

        	 4. 	 Mr. Fabrício José de Oliveira

			   Mayor of Balneário Camboriú

       	  5. 	 Mrs. Ilda Peliz 

			   President of ABRACE

          	6. 	 Mr. Evaldo Carlos Klaesius 

			   BK Commercial Technological Equipments 

	 For the outstanding implementation of Local Community Hospitals

II. SDGs Implementations  

	 1.	Family Africa South Africa 

		  Mrs Rachel Aird

		  2.	 Family Care Missions Kenia 
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			   Mrs Iris Richard

		  3.	 Save the Youth Madagascar 

			   Mrs Francoise Corticelli 

		  4.	 EspoirCongo DR Congo 

			   Mrs Clotilde Volpe

		  5.	 Family Care Eduvision Nigeria 

			   Mrs Claudia Herrle 

		  6.	 Family Care Eduvision Ghana 

			   Mrs Joan Matildes Picardo

	 For the outstanding SDGs implementation at grassroots in Africa

IV.	 Partnership for Development 

	 1.	 	 H.E. Mr. Carlos Alberto Richa 

			   Paraná State Governor, Brazil

	 2.	 	 Mr. Marcel Henrique Micheletto 

			   President of the Association of Municipalities

	 3.	 	 Mr. João Carlos Ortega 

			   State Secretary for Urban Development 

	 4.	 	 Mr. Antônio Sérgio Guetter 

			   President of Paraná’s Electricity Company

	 5.	 	 Mr. Fernando Guimarães 

			   Councilor at the Paraná’s Court of Accounts

	 6.	 	 Mrs Keli Guimarães 

			   Vice President of Paraná State Council for Economic and Social 

			   Development.

	 For the political will in forging partnership for development 

IV. MEMBER OF THE YEAR 2017

             Family Development Foundation

	   United Arab Emirates
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December 14 | AfernoonSession 

15:00 		  Plenary Session 1 - SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities 

			   Local Governments and Families be the change!

              		  Participant’s Welcome Electronic Session II

Moderator: 	 Dr. Amany Asfour – WFO Advisor and International President of Women 

			   Business Professional - Egypt

Keynote Speaker I – 	 Mr. Alex Mejia 

Keynote Speaker II – 	 Dr. Mike Rich 

                                      	

Keynote Speaker IV – 	 Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton  			 
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December 14 | AfernoonSession
16:00 			   Plenary Session 2 – SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption

				     and Production

				    Local Governments and Families be the change!

				    Electronic Session III 

Moderator: 		  Mrs Lara Hussein – WFO Vice-President for Family Policy

Keynote Speaker I – 	 Dr. Anjli Doshi - Malaysia

                                   

Keynote Speaker II – 	 Dr. Inigo Pereira – President of City Council of Oeiras Municipality 

				    Portugal

                                       	

Keynote Speaker III – 	 Mr. Angus Rennie – UN Global Compact Partnership – Canada 

                                 	

Keynote Speaker IV –   	 Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton, Chief of PPP Program UNECE

                                       	

				    Discussions and Recommendations 



52



53



54

December 14 | AfernoonSession
17:00  			   Special Plenary Session – SDG 17 – Partnerships for the Goals

				    Local Governments and Families be the change!

				    Electronic Session IV

Moderator: 		  Dr. Deisi Kusztra – WFO President

Keynote Speaker I – 	 H.E. Mr. Carlos Alberto Richa – Paraná State Governor, Brazil

				  

Keynote Speaker II – 	 Mr. Marcel Henrique Micheletto – President of the Association 

				    of Municipalities

				  

Keynote Speaker III – 	 Mr. João Carlos Ortega – State Secretary for Urban Development 

				  

Keynote Speaker IV – 	 Mr. Antônio Sérgio Guetter – President of Paraná’s Electricity Company

				  

Keynote Speaker V – 	 Mr. Fernando Guimarães – Councilor at the Paraná’s Court of Accounts

				    Discussions and Recommendations 

17:45 		  Closing 
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20:30 		  Gala Diner – In Celebration of the World Family Organization 70th Anniversary 

              		  Offered by Her Highness Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak – UAE
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December 15 | Morning Sessions

10:00				   Electronic Session V 

               			  Opening   

               

Moderator: 		  Dr. Deisi Kusztra – WFO President

				  

Keynote Speaker I – 	 Mr. Marcel Henrique Micheletto – President of the Association 

				    of Municipalities

				  

Keynote Speaker II – 	 Mr. João Carlos Ortega – State Secretary for Urban Development 

				  

Keynote Speaker III – 	 Mr. Antônio Sérgio Guetter – President of Paraná’s Electricity Company

				  

Keynote Speaker IV – 	 Mr. Fernando Guimarães – Councilor at the Paraná’s Court of Accounts
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December 15 | Morning Sessions

             

11:30			  Success Stories 

Success Story I – 	 Mrs. Lourença Tavares – President - ACRIDES, Cabo Verde

			 

Success Story III – 	 Mrs Rachel Aird – President of The Family Africa, South Africa

11:00 		  Presentation of WORLD FAMILY SUMMIT 2017 DECLARATION 

12:30 		  Closing Ceremony 

13:00 		  Farewell Lunch - Restaurant des Scargots 
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Assembly
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 World Family Summit Declaration
 United Nations  E/2018/NGO/20 

  

Economic and Social Council  
Distr.: General 
30 May 2018 
 
Original: English 

 

18-08704 (E)    050618 
*1808704*  

 

2018 session 
28 July 2017–27 July 2018 
Agenda item 5 
High-level segment 

 
 
 

  Statement submitted by World Family Organization, a 
non-governmental organization in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council* 
 
 

 The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being 
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 30 and 31 of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1996/31. 

  

 

 * The present statement is issued without formal editing. 
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  Statement 
 
 

  No Family Left Behind: Families and Local Authorities working 
together to transform cities and human settlements into inclusive, 
safe, resilient, sustainable with strong communities 
 
 

 Humankind has achieved unprecedented social and economic progress over the 
past several decades. However, the progress has been uneven. Everywhere some 
individuals and groups confront barriers that prevent them from fully participating in 
economic, social and political life, leaving them behind. The focus of the Agenda 
2030 for Sustainable Development and the core aspiration of the World Family 
Summit 2017 is to highlight the inclusion of the family in the process of development 
with No Family Left Behind. 

 By 2050, the world’s urban population is expected to nearly double, making 
urbanization one of the twenty-first century’s most transformative trends. 
Populations, economic activities, social and cultural interactions, as well as 
environmental and humanitarian impacts, are increasingly concentrated in cities, and 
this poses to governments and to families massive sustainability challenges in terms 
of housing, infrastructure, basic services, food security, health, education, decent 
jobs, safety and natural resources, among others.  

 The World Family Organization in partnership with the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the CIFAL Global Network, the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations Division for 
Sustainable Development, the United Nations Division for Social Policy and 
Development, the United Nations ECOSOC Office for Support and Coordination, the 
United Nations NGO Branch, the United Arab Emirates Family Development 
Foundation, governments and civil society members numbering 167 participants from 
72 countries gathered in the World Family Summit 2017, 14–15 December in the 
Emirates Hall at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, working 
on the theme: No Family Left Behind: Families and Local Authorities working 
together to transform cities and human settlements into inclusive, safe, resilient, 
sustainable with strong communities, Leaving No Family Behind.  

 In Celebration of the World Family Organization 70th Anniversary, the focus of 
the World Family Summit 2017 was on the New Urban Agenda, and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development specifically Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 
“Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”, and 
SDG 12 “Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns” emphasizing that 
its implementation at the local level and in the family is an exceptional opportunity 
to achieve better integration between communities’ needs and family-friendly public 
policy development, leading to a renewed hope, harmony, social coherence and 
economic growth, while ensuring inclusion and sustainability.  

 The World Family Summit 2017 successfully concluded its agenda and 
participants unanimously approved the Geneva Declaration which recommends the 
consideration of the following family-related issues as the main topics for 
mainstreaming actions at national, regional and especially at local levels:  

 • Integrate family focused perspective into the implementation of SD G11 and 
SDG12 to ensure that policy making and service delivery are family cantered. 

 • Promote implementation of the New Urban Agenda approved by member states 
at the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 
Development (Habitat III) n Quito in October 2016 that reaffirms the global 
commitment to sustainable urban development as a critical step for realizing and 
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localizing the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development in an integrated and 
coordinated manner with the participation of all relevant actors. 

 • Advocate for the development of national frameworks for sustainable cities and 
strong communities ensuring sustainable production and consumption patterns 
at the local level with sectoral development plans.  

 • Encourage local governments, communities and families to work together in a 
participatory approach at local level, promoting civic engagement to stimulate 
a sense of belonging and ownership among all people and reaching to policies 
that prioritize safe inclusive, accessible, green and quality public spaces that are 
friendly to the families. 

 • Foster social cohesion, cultural expressions and political participation, and 
promote inclusion and safety in peaceful and diverse societies, where the needs 
of all inhabitant are met, recognizing the specific needs of families in vulnerable 
situations. 

 • Advocate for achieving gender equality and empowerment of women and girls 
by ensuring women’s full and effective participation and equal rights in all fields 
and in leadership at all levels of decision making.  

 • Promote for well-planned urbanization, including high productivity, 
competitiveness and innovation, by ensuring the creation of decent jobs and 
equal access for all to economic and productive resources and opportunities.  

 • Readdress the way local authorities plan, finance, develop, govern and mana ge 
cities and human settlements, recognizing sustainable urban development as 
essential to the achievement of sustainable development and prosperity for all.  

 • Bring all generations together through inclusive urban planning by promoting 
intergenerational housing arrangements and spaces where generations can 
interact, dialogue and cooperate. 

 • Raise families’ awareness through continued information, education and 
communication campaigns using multiple channels including social media to 
promote for more sustainable practices of consumption since the family’s daily 
practices, behaviour and lifestyles are transmitted from generations to 
generations. 

 • Encourage families to adopt sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability 
in the family daily life including practices on family urban agriculture.  

 • Promote for equitable and affordable access to sustainable basic physical and 
social infrastructure for all, without discrimination, including affordable 
serviced land, housing, modern and renewable energy, safe drinking water and 
sanitation, safe, nutritious and adequate food, waste disposal, sustainable 
mobility, health care and family planning, education, culture, information and 
communications technologies. 

 • Ensure that provided services at local level are responsive to the rights and needs 
of women, children and youth, older persons and persons with disabilities, 
migrants, indigenous peoples and local communities, as appropriate, and to 
those in vulnerable situations. 

 • Promote community support projects that distribute food collected from 
restaurants (waste) to needy families. 

 • Encourage the generation and use of renewable and affordable energy as well as 
sustainable and efficient transport infrastructure and services, achieving the 
benefits of connectivity and reducing the financial, environmental and public 
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health costs of inefficient mobility, congestion, air pollution, urban hat island 
effects and noise. 

 • Promote age- and gender-responsive planning and investment for sustainable, 
safe and accessible urban mobility for all and resource-efficient transport 
systems for passengers and freight, effectively linking people, places, goods, 
services and economic opportunities. 

 • Advocate for protecting, conserving, restoring and promoting the city’s 
ecosystem, water, natural habitats and biodiversity. 

 • Advocate for public private partnerships (PPP) and public CSOs partnership as 
an essential strategy for the implementation of national, regional and local level 
programs to achieve the SDGs. 

 • Encourage collaboration with the private sector and local authorities to develop 
and implement holistic water strategies that are socially equitable, sustainable 
and economically beneficial while protecting water ecosystems for current and 
future generations. 

 • Advocate for access to water and sanitation by addressing the impacts of 
company and supply chain operations on local water supplies and supporting 
stakeholders to deliver clean water and sanitation.  

 • Introduce the concepts of the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Develop ment 
Goals on the local level strategic and budgetary plans to implement the targeted 
actions as an effective response to family needs transforming cities and human 
settlements into prosperous, inclusive, safe, resilient, sustainable and strong 
communities, LEAVING NO FAMILY BEHIND. 
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Photo Album organization

Photos:
Maria Lúcia Carraro Smaniotto

Pedro José Amorim Smaniotto

Photo Album organization:
Maria Lúcia Carraro Smaniotto

Associação de Amparo à Maternidade e Infância de Erechim/RS/Brasil
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